
ceive their school-issued laptops. 

The Litter-Free Bugs came up 

with the idea of inventing a pad-

dle boat to clean up islands of 

trash in the ocean, also known as 

gyres. Several students of Team 

Aperture have generously volun-

teered their time to mentor the 

students as well as referee their 

competition in Lafayette on Sat-

urday, November 21. Out of the 

18 participating teams, the 

AVENGERS team of Andover took 

home the Core Values Trophy 

and St. Joseph's Team Robotica 

took home the Best Robot Design 

Trophy.  

Newton Robotics Team has two 

middle school teams that partici-

pate in the FIRST Lego League 

competition. Team #4103, “The 

Green Team,” coached by Jim 

Hofmann, and Team #13817, 

“The Litter-Free Bugs,” coached 

by Darleen Nelson, have been 

working assiduously for two and 

a half months to gear-up for this 

year’s competition entitled 

“Trash Trek.” Using LEGOs, both 

teams have assembled and pro-

grammed an EV3 Lego Mind-

storm robot, which will complete 

various missions for the game. 

Along with constructing the ro-

bot, each team has conceptual-

ized an idea to contribute to 

saving the environment, as well 

as produce a skit which will be 

used to present their idea. The 

Green Team invented a proto-

type model of a Google Chrome-

book case composed of recycla-

ble materials that students will 

utilize next year when they re-

We had the opportunity to attend 

such a beautiful ceremony! Mr. Rob-

ert Vandenbergh was honored as the 

award winner for Sussex County's 

34th Distinguished Citizen. Patriots’ 

Path Council, which oversees scouting 

programs in Sussex County as well as 

Morris, Somerset, Union, and Middle-

sex counties, recognized Mr. Vanden-

bergh for serving as an exemplary role 

model for the youth of our area and 

for his longtime civic engagement. As 

chief operating officer of Lakeland 

Bank, Vandenbergh  oversees com-

mercial lending, retail banking, opera-

tions, project management, marketing 

and human resources for what is 

currently the second largest commer-

cial bank in New Jersey, with $3.5 

billion in assets. The dinner held at 

Perona Farms was amazing, to say the 

least. We were rubbing elbows with 

many dynamic leaders and pillars of 

Sussex County. These people control 

the destiny of most of us here in the 

area. I was so glad that our middle 

school students accompanied me and 

that they also enjoyed meeting many 

of these leaders. Both young men 

represented Halsted, their Boy Scout 

troop, Newton, and FLL very well. 

Mrs. Darleen Nelson. Tyler Hermes, 

and Brendon Read also attended the 

dinner and had the chance to hear 

Senator Oroho speak about Robert 

Vandenbergh as an accomplished 

community leader. A special thank 

you to Alex Cable, owner of ThorLabs, 

for considering us to represent him, at 

the table, on his behalf. The Boy 

Scouts of Northern NJ raised over 

$143,000 at this event.  

Newton’s FIRST  Lego League 

by Liam Oakes, Business and Public Relations Leader 
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Sussex Co.’s Distinguished Citizen Award Dinner 

by Jim Hofmann, Coach 
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assists with 

the FIRST 

Lego League 

Competition! 
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walks for 

Autism 

Speaks 
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takes home 

winning prize 

at off-season 

competition 

 Father John’s 

Animal House 

receives help 

from Aperture 
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Follow/Like Us! 

Facebook: 

Team 3142: Aperture 

Instagram: 

@aperture3142 

Twitter: 

@NewtonRobotics 

Website: 

www.newtonroboticsteam.org 

Aperture Walks for Autism Speaks 

By Liam Oakes, Business and Public Relations Leader 

The Newton Robotics 

Team has graciously sup-

ported the Walk Now for 

Autism Speaks Program 

since April of last year. 

Last April, Aperture went 

blue for autism in recogni-

tion of Autism Awareness 

and on October 18th, sev-

eral team members attend 

the Walk Now for Autism 

Speaks event at Nomahe-

gan Park in Cranford. Au-

tism Speaks is an autism 

advocacy group that raises 

funds and public awareness 

about autism and its effects on 

individuals, families and socie-

ty. Team members proudly 

showed their support through-

out the 1.5 mile stroll. The 

team has also successfully 

raised over $400 in donations 

for Autism Speaks.  Donations, 

on behalf Team Aperture 

#3142, can still be made to 

Autism Speaks by visiting 

www.autismspeaks.org and 

clicking on the donation 

tab.  Newton Robotics Team 

strongly believes that every 

member of the team has a 

place, no matter what 

strengths and weaknesses they 

possess.  

Burd School, and Long Pond 

School, the team was easily able 

to gather numerous cans of cat 

food and a variety of much 

needed cleaning supplies. Father 

John’s is a non-profit organiza-

tion and, much like the Newton 

Robotics Team, is supported 

entirely by donations, grants, 

During the month of October, 

Newton Robotics Team 3142 

sponsored a pet food and sup-

plies collection drive for the 

benefit of Father John’s Animal 

House located in Lafayette, New 

Jersey. With the gracious assis-

tance of Newton High School, 

Green Hills School, Florence M. 

and fundraisers. For information 

about Father John’s Animal 

House or to make a donation, 

please visit their website at 

www.fatherjohnsanimalhouse.o

rg. Please follow the Newton 

Robotics Team on Facebook, 

Instagram, and Twitter.  

Aperture used this event as an 

opportunity to give each of its 

members in attendance the 

chance to experience what it is 

like to compete, on the field, 

as part of the drive team. 

Team Co-Captain and Build 

Leader, Jake Kolzow, partici-

pated in every match as the 

Drive Team Captain so he 

could assist his teammates, 

most of which have never had 

the opportunity to drive the 

robot in a competition setting 

before. It was a day well spent 

for Aperture because not only 

did many of its members get to 

experience the different as-

pects of the team, but they 

also were able to take home a 

new trophy, a tiki, for the win-

ning alliance!  

On Saturday, November 8, 

Team Aperture competed in an 

off-season competition enti-

tled  “Brunswick Eruption”. 

This off-season competition 

has been hosted by the Robo 

Raider’s since 2002. Aperture 

was invited to join the number 

one seeded alliance team, 

Team Nemesis, as well as the 

RoboVikings, with Don Bosco’s 

Ironmen as a backup. Team 

R O B O - N E W S  

#1 at Brunswick Eruption! 

By Katie Nelson, Administrative Manager and Logistics Leader 

Aperture donates to Father John’s Animal House 

By Donna Groschadl, Business and Outreach Mentor 

http://www.autismspeaks.org
http://www.fatherjohnsanimalhouse.org
http://www.fatherjohnsanimalhouse.org
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STEM, which is the acronym for Sci-

ence, Technology, Engineering, and 

Mathematics, has increasingly grown 

in female occupancy for the past 

couple of years. Dating back to the 

Progressive Movement here in the 

United States, women have arduous-

ly worked to prove that they possess 

the same abilities as men and, today, 

are able to successfully pursue a 

career in what are known as histori-

cally male dominated fields.  In our 

case, we are trying to maintain an 

equal male to female ratio in the 

STEM field. On October 25, I attended 

the Girls World Expo at the Skylands 

Stadium with a few other young 

women from our team. The mission 

of the Expo was to promote “girl 

power,” meaning that they hoped to 

have inspired young women to prove 

their skills and talents without being 

discouraged because of their gen-

der.  There were a lot of interesting 

exhibits to see at the event and, since 

Aperture was there promoting STEM, 

many visitors stopped by our ta-

ble.  Aperture strongly encourages 

females to pursue interest in STEM, 

and we maintain a nearly fifty-to-fifty 

ratio of male to female team mem-

bers. We have reached out to Lieu-

tenant Governor Kim Guadagno 

regarding this mission, as she is 

also a supporter of this goal. What 

makes Aperture so unique is that 

there is a place for every member 

of our team, regardless of their 

gender, race, sexuality, and physical/

mental abilities. I am proud, as Co-

Captain and a female, to represent 

Aperture as an incredible compas-

sionate team.  

coming competition;  however, 

their main goal, as always, was to 

spread the values and teachings of 

FIRST. It can safely be said that they 

exceeded their hopes in meeting 

this goal by inspiring countless chil-

dren to get involved with FIRST and 

STEM.  

On September 19, the Newton 

Robotics Team exhibited at Green 

Township Day. They showcased 

two of their robots, including one 

that shot basketballs into crowds to 

be caught. This was a real crowd 

pleaser, especially for the many 

children at the event. Team Aper-

ture also sold jam, apples, and t-

shirts to raise money for their up-

also spend quality time with one 

another in and out of the STEM 

Lab. We all possess unique special-

ties and talents, and when they are 

combined, it shows that our team 

works like a well oiled machine.  In 

the next two years, I intend on 

inspiring our new team members to 

work collaboratively and efficiently, 

as it will enforce  a unique atmos-

phere  that our team proudly main-

tains. I am look-

ing forward to 

the 2015-2016 

season and the 

surprises that 

could happen!  

Ever since I was in sixth grade Mr. 

Hofmann has suggested me to 

attend and observe one of the high 

school robotics meetings. Now I 

realize how foolish I was not to 

accept that offer. I finally did attend 

a meeting last year and I instantly 

knew that robotics would change 

my life. I quickly came to a realiza-

tion that not only does our team 

participate in competitions, but 

Student Testimonial: Alex Duckworth 

 

Women in STEM Education and Careers 

By Lara Pennell, Co-Captain and Safety Leader 

Green Township Day 

By Taylor Whitaker, Business Team Member 
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FIRST Lego League Competition in Lafayette/

Brunswick Eruption (November 2015) 

Team #4103 “The Green Team” and Team #13817 

“The Litter-Free Bugs” 

Team Aperture competing on the field at Brunswick Eruption 

Aperture takes home the winning prize at Brunswick Eruption 

Several students from Aperture referee the FLL competition 


