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Robotic team collects shoes and teddy bears for donating

Fundraising for their own team, they have a clothing drive and dining to donate events coming up
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David Nelson - Build and Web site Team, Nick Aquilino - Safety Leader, Tess Bugay - Team Captain, Jim Hofmann - Team Coach

NEWTON — Newton FIRST Varsity Robotics - Team Aperture 3142 reached out to the tri-district community just before Christmas in a search of used shoes and new teddy bears and were not disappointed with the positive response from the community. With help from Andover, Green Hills, Halsted, and Merriam Schools, as well as patrons from Bristol Glen and the surrounding neighborhoods, the robotics team collected 521 pounds of shoes to be donated to those less fortunate.

Shoes that were in less than the best condition and unable to be passed along will be broken down for parts and recycled, an important social concern of this green team. "Being able to help others and be environmentally aware helps us all to help each other," said Captain Tess Bugay, "It unites our community and makes us a better team."

The robotics team also collected teddy bears to aid Good Shepherd Church in Andover with their Christmas Morning Teddy Bear drive.

Newton Robotics made sure that each of the 43 teddy bears, and a stuffed frog, which were received from well wishers, were adorned with satin ribbons and delivered to Sharon Matuza, a representative of Good Shepherd and the manager of the drive.

On Christmas morning all of the stuffed animals were delivered to St. Joseph's Children's Hospital in Paterson and distributed to their young patients.
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Matuza thanked the team for their aid and let them know how much the hospital looks forward to receiving the teddy bears each year. "We were very concerned this year that we would not get as many teddy bears as we have in past years because Good Shepherd decided to add a Giving Tree to our Christmas outreach. Our community has so many families who are having difficulty. Having you help us with our teddy bear drive is so wonderful. The hospital is so thankful for the bears that they always ask if we will be doing the drive again." Darleen Nelson, a team mentor, told Matuza that she was honored to be part of this project and that she looked forward to helping again next year.

For those in the community who would like to aid the team in their current used clothing and soft items drive, more information can be found on the Newton High School and Newton Robotics team Web sites. There's a drop-off location at the back of the Newton High School by the auditorium.

Krogh's Restaurant and Pub in Lake Mohawk is also sponsoring the team again with a Dining To Donate fundraising event on Sunday, Jan. 13 starting at noon. The restaurant will donate a portion of the diner's bill to the Newton Robotics Team to help fund their season's build expenses. Flyers printed from the Krogh's Web site and presented to the server will garner the team even more funds.

Each season the team must build a new 120-pound robot to satisfy the competition requirements which are released in a live world-wide feed the first weekend in January. Robots can cost $3,500 in parts alone to construct.

Motorcycle batteries and chargers, power equipment, and many other supplies are needed in order to create the robot and compete. Team Aperture alumnus and mentor, Chris Marion, an employee of Thor Labs in Newton, a corporate sponsor of the team, smiled when he said that he feels "confident that the team will make it to the International Championship again this year" to compete against the best 400 teams from approximately 4000 teams from around the world.

Getting to the final stages of the competition is a hard-earned honor which does not come without the help of the community.

