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Robot visits Northern Hills, shows off skills
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NEWTON — Newton High School's FIRST Varsity Robotics Team - Aperture 3142 visited Northern Hills Academy and showed off their 2011-2012 FIRST Robotics Competition robot named R, Robot.

R, Robot, a competition ready, 120 pound machine, showed off its skills by demonstrating its ability to pick up Nerf style basketballs and shoot them at the Northern Hills Academy's principal, Anthony Giordano.

Northern Hills Academy, a school that serves children with various physical challenges, has their own FIRST LEGO League (FLL) team. FLL teams use a kit of LEGO parts to create small table top robots that must traverse a course using programming to complete a variety of assigned tasks within a specified time frame, much like the larger FRC robots which are constructed out of metal.

A video camera mounted on R, Robot, gave the school's students the opportunity to see through R, Robot's "eye" and experience what it saw on the competition field at the World Championships in St. Louis this last season.

After the demonstration, the young students had the opportunity to ask questions and touch the robot.

