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Newton robotics team advances to finals
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NEWTON — The Newton High School robotics team took home the top award in the category of Engineering Inspiration at the Mid-Atlantic Regional Robotics competition Saturday in Philadelphia.
The first-place finish won the team of 40 high school students a spot at the FIRST Robotics international competition in St. Louis later this month.

This is the third year Newton has fielded a robotics team in the FIRST competition. In 2010, the team was named Rookie All-Stars at the regional competition held that year in New York City, earning it the right to compete in the international competition in Atlanta.

This year Newton beat 53 teams from New York, Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey at the regionals to earn a spot at the international competition, which will feature teams from around the world.

While there is a basic premise to each year's competition — this year teams are competing in "rebound rumble" where the robot must work with two other teams' robots to pick up and shoot basketballs through a hoop — it is more about building a team, both on the local level and then working with other teams at the competitions.

Newton High School sophomore Tess Bugay said winning the regionals was a very exciting moment for her and her teammates.

"We are very happy to be going on to St. Louis," Bugay said. "All of the team members have given such an effort this year, and we hope it continues at the international competition."

