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that respectful collaboration trumps 
winning.  

“It’s so different than any other 
paradigm that people are used to 
seeing in competition,” said Donald 
Bowers, FIRST regional director for 
New Jersey, Delaware and eastern-
Pennsylvania. “FIRST isn’t about 
robots, it’s about teaching kids life 
skills and life lessons, and FIRST 
uses the medium of robotics to do 
that.” Bowers said it’s not unusual to 
see one team at a competition sup-
plying another with spare parts and 
troubleshooting.

Impact
A study conducted in 2005 by 

Brandeis University found that 
FIRST alumni are twice as likely to 
volunteer in their communities as 
adults. The same study found that a 
large majority of FIRST participants 
went on to college after graduating 
high school compared to high school 
graduates nationally. Another study 
is currently underway to provide a 
more accurate picture of FIRST’s im-
pact on students given the organiza-
tion’s growth in the past decade.

FIRST, in conjunction with tech-
nology companies and universi-
ties, disburses almost $15 million in 
scholarships to its participants every 
year.

"FIRST provides activities that can 
inspire students to pursue studies in 
science, technology and math," said 
New York City Regional Director Pat 

Daly. "By making engineering fun, it 
allows students to see that there are 
many applications for those subjects 
and makes them curious and eager to 
learn more in the classroom."

If FIRST’s immediate impact is 
seen in schools, its larger contribu-
tion is to offer students an alterna-
tive to traditional sports and a head 
start on a career path. The idea is that 
this will help to revitalize science and 
technology development in the U.S.

“The leading engineering schools 
in the U.S. seek out our students be-
cause they know how serious they 
are about engineering and how well-
prepared they are to start an engi-
neering curriculum and coursework 
in college,” said Bowers. According 
to Bowers, FIRST is in about 15 per-
cent of high schools nationwide and 
growing every year.

In the community
Team Aperture at Newton High 

School in north New Jersey made their 
fi rst foray into robotics three years 
ago. This past season they earned 
varsity designation in their district — 
a distinction not many robotics teams 
achieve. Bowers said only a handful 
of the 99 teams in his territory have 
achieved recognition as a varsity pro-
gram.

Team Aperture participates in 
technology summer camps and men-
tors teams in other FIRST divisions in 
area schools. In the community, they 
regularly hold information sessions 
at events and work with local Boy and 
Girl Scouts. This past season, Team 
Aperture participated in a commu-
nity cleanup day and organized a food 
drive and fundraisers. 

This level of community involve-
ment is built in to the FIRST family 
of programs and overall philosophy. 
“The competition is critically impor-
tant, but the biggest award you can 
have out of all is the how big of an im-
pact you make on your community,” 
said FIRST President Jon Dudas. “It’s 
great to get involved (in FIRST), but 
what are you doing to give back?” 

In April, Team Aperture piled into a 
bus and traveled to the FIRST Cham-
pionship in St. Louis, MO, where they 
placed 29th in their division of 100 at 
the FIRST championship.

In Vernon High School, also in New 
Jersey, captain Jinan Andrews said 
joining the Vernon Viking Robotics 
team has led her to begin pursuing a 
career in engineering. “In engineer-
ing, especially as a woman, you have 
a lot of opportunities,” said Andrews. 
She added that many engineering 
companies are looking to hire females.

“I want these kids to get the very 
same opportunity that the athletes 
get,” said Newton Team Aperture 
coach Jim Hofmann. “They should 
have just as much chance to get rec-
ognition for the academic stuff be-
cause, quite honestly, most of them 
are going to wind up employing all the 
athletes later on in life anyway.”

FIRST isn’t about robots, it’s 
about teaching kids life skills 
and life lessons, and FIRST 
uses the medium of robotics 
to do that.”
Donald Bowers
FIRST Regional Director 
NJ, DE and eastern-PA
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Back to School
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FAMOUS BRAND SHOES
Visit famousbrandshoes.biz 

15 Rte. 206N  Newton, NJ  973-383-3288

$5 OFF
Purchase of $30.00 or more

$10 OFF
Purchase of $60.00 or more

With this coupon.  Offer expires 9/9/12.
Sale and Clearance Items Excluded  

With this coupon.  Offer expires 9/9/12.  
Sale and Clearance Items Excluded

Visit us on our website www.dancedimensionsnj.com
JOIN US TODAY

Michelle Farinella - Director
National VP & Secretary - NADAA
Degrees - BA in Theatre/Dance

270 Sparta Avenue, Sparta, NJ
973-729-0018

HAVE YOU HEARD?
DANCE DIMENSIONS BY MICHELLE

IS THE PLACE TO BE!
Celebrating 21 years of Exceptional Dance
New & Exciting Classes Have Been Added To Our Fall Schedule

Now Enrolling for 
Fall Dance Classes in: 

We cater to a warm & safe atmosphere 
with respect and encouragement 

to every single student!

Look for us on Facebook. REGISTER NOW!

OPEN HOUSE
Every Wednesday 4pm-8pm
Registration & Shoe Fittings


