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	From left: Ryan Wolfrum, Todd Schabacker, Max Bariess, Rich Gerdes, Kyle Wall, Arrik Leman and Shane Best Team Aperture with Dean Kamen 
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NEWTON — Team Aperture, the Newton High School robotics team, travelled to the Javits Center in Manhattan, NY, the weekend of March 11 to compete in the FIRST Robotics New York Regional Competition.

The FIRST acronym means “for inspiration and recognition of science and technology” and was founded by inventor Dean Kamen, who gave out autographs at the event.

60 teams from as far away as Hawaii, Brazil, Canada and Great Britain attended the event to compete against one another in a host of categories including innovation, safety, team spirit and best robot. Of the 60 teams, Aperture was the only one to compete without mentor assistance.

After a difficult weekend plagued by technical malfunctions and mishap, Aperture captain Ryan Wolfrum, a senior at Newton High School, had the opportunity to meet Kamen, who is also a recepient of the National Medal of Technology. When asked if the meeting had made Wolfrum’s day, he responded, “it made my week!” Other members of the team stumbled upon the inventor and had him sign their team lab coats and take pictures together.

	


Aperture will begin its 2012 season immediately and said it is looking to include any middle school students entering high school in September, and any high school students interested in writing, marketing, videography, programming, fundraising, outreach, business and the sciences. For more information contact team mentor Jim Hofmann at (973)903-9774.

	

	


