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Contact Information 
  

School Phone Number  
973-383-7440 

————— 
Main office                  

ext. 221/222 
————— 
Guidance                     
ext. 246 

————— 
Nurse 

ext. 231 
————— 

Child Study Team 
ext. 321/322 
————— 

Student Absences 
 (973) 383-7440 and press 

one  
 
 
 

Upcoming Dates  
to Remember 

 
June 24—HMS Last Day for 

Students 
 

June 21 to August 1st—
Halsted Summer Program– 

Project Launch 
 

August 26—Combined 
Board Meeting 

 
Student Editors 

Bridget Guziewicz 
Emily Herring 
Erika Medina 

Emily Berkowitz 
 
 

Photographers 
Alex McCully 
Janelle Curry 
Justin Colucci 
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Frankie SchompFrankie Schomp  
Grade 6Grade 6  

Students of the Month 

for May/June 
Darby KnoxDarby Knox  

Grade 7Grade 7  

  

Emily BerkowitzEmily Berkowitz   
Grade 8Grade 8  

  

  

Travis LeMassonTravis LeMasson  
Grade 6Grade 6  

Madison LeonardoMadison Leonardo  
Grade 7Grade 7  

  

Will Larsen and Jacob  HellerWill Larsen and Jacob  Heller  

Grade 8Grade 8  

  

  

             

 

 

  

        

 

 

 

 

 Recently, thirteen talented students from Halsted’s Jazz Band and Chorale were selected to partici-
pate in the Sussex County Junior Honors Band and Chorus. These auditioned ensembles met once a 
week for four weeks after their tryout on October 15th. During these two-and-a-half hour sessions, 
students rehearsed complex pieces together and in sectionals. After an all-day rehearsal on Novem-
ber 12th, the groups performed their pieces at a concert in Franklin. Special congratulations go to 
Gregory Nappa, who won the Steve Felson Scholarship, worth $100 for his choral ability. Well done, 
Halsted!  

 Girls on the Run, a program that was run by Mrs. Del Vecchio, Mrs. Williams, and Ms. Ochs, culmi-
nated in a 5K race at the Sussex County Fairgrounds on November 15th. Prior to the big event that 
also featured a pre-race dance party, the girls strenuously prepared for the race on the grounds of 
Halsted and locations nearby the community. As a result of their hard work, the girls built up the 
running stamina and endurance that would guide all eleven of the runners to finish the 3.1 mile 
course. Special honors go out to Kya Savva, the first runner from Halsted to cross the finish line. 
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Student Absences 
 (973) 383-7440 and press 

one  
 

Upcoming Dates  
to Remember 

January 6—HMS Board 
Presentation of Flipped 

Classroom 
 

January 7—Eighth grade 
visit to NHS 

 
January 13—Bagel  

breakfast for parents 
 

January 19— Staff in-
service day 

 
Student Editors 

Bridget Guziewicz 
Josh Tierney 
Alexa Dodd 

Vincent Manni 
 

Photographers 
Madison Chymiy 

 

         

 
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      

Kelly PerezKelly Perez  

Grade 6Grade 6  

Students of the 

Month for  

November/

December 

Andrew DavidsonAndrew Davidson  

Grade 7Grade 7  

Gisselle LopezGisselle Lopez--BarradasBarradas  

Grade 8Grade 8  

  

YahNasiah DelToroYahNasiah DelToro  

Grade 5Grade 5  

Darrell MimsDarrell Mims  

Grade 5Grade 5  

Brett BergeyBrett Bergey  

Grade 6Grade 6  

Mahum SiddiquiMahum Siddiqui  

Grade 7Grade 7  

Isabella GhalebIsabella Ghaleb  

Grade 8Grade 8  

Twelve of the thirteen Halsted         
virtuosos who qualified for the Sussex 

County Honors Band and Chorus. 

Girls on the Run 5k runners and their 
sponsors lined up on the bleachers at 

the Sussex County Fairgrounds. 
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 Recently, Mrs. Reynolds’s gifted and talented SOAR students participated in the Geography Bee, 
which is a national event run by the National Geographic Society. The students first participated in 
seven rounds of preliminary competition in which they answered questions orally. Next, the re-
maining twelve students competed in the final round, in which they answered questions both 
orally and through writing until two finalists and a third place finisher were determined. In the 
end, the standings were Brianna Bello in third, Peace Bakinahe as the runner-up, and Bridget Guz-
iewicz as the school champion. Congratulations to all who competed! 

 Halsted’s favorite winter club is skiing its way back in session! Ski Club is an after school program 
of free lessons for kids that have never been skiing or been doing it their whole life. The club con-
sisting of about 16 people change clothes, then leave for Mountain Creek at 3:30 to ride the vary-
ing levels of trails. They will return back at 8:30 to be picked up by their rides. Through the course 
of the season, there would be 6 trips at the slopes. Students not only join for the slopes, but also 
the lodge with a fireplace, television, food, and more.  

 Best Buds is doing a pizza fundraiser! Villa Capri has agreed to sell pizza and every pizza sold Villa 
Capri will donate $1.00 to Best Buds. On a different note, Best Buds is planning a trip to the Sparta 
Lanes Bowling Alley and before they make their voyage over to Sparta, they are going to make 
tacos for lunch using the profits they made from the pizza fundraiser. Best Buds also had some fun 
with a scavenger hunt using their iPads to take pictures of the objects they found. Now that’s a 
great way to end the marking period!!  

 

Opponents Location Score Record 

Ogdensburg Home 40-22 1-0 

Byram Home 12-34 1-1 

Andover Andover 17-29 1-2 

Glen Meadow Home 6-26 1-3 

Green Home 17-32 1-4 

Pope John  Home 14-42 1-5 

Varsity  
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 That chill of winter is coming in. That means it’s time for Halsted’s Ski Club. Every Wednesday for 
six weeks after school, Mr. Roe puts students on a bus and brings them over to Mountain Creek to 
ski or snowboard. If students have their own equipment, they don’t have to rent skis. Mr. Roe 
teaches students how to ski and snowboard, and then students go down the slopes and keep the 
skills forever.  

 Fifth and sixth grade SOAR students are creating their own children’s books. The students are now 
in the process of coming up with plans and theme ideas for their text. In the future, seventh and 
eighth grade artists will do the illustrating for the fifth and sixth graders’ children’s stories. They 
will be working on this project for awhile since Mrs. Reynolds has mentioned that the authors will 
need a sufficient amount of time to craft and perfect their storylines, collaborate with their illus-
trators, and complete the illustrations. The students are very engaged in work and they are enjoy-
ing this fun project. Inspiration was provided for the students, as they were lucky enough to have 
an author that just published a new book called Tall Man Sam talk to the students about the pro-
cess of writing a story. 

 A spirit day was held Friday, November 21, 2014. Crazy Hair Day was organized by members of 
Student Council. On that day, Halsted students and faculty witnessed crazy hairstyles from bows 
to braids and were dazzled by funky hair colors and accessories. 

 Halsted’s organized winter sports are underway. Tenth year Boys Varsity Basketball Coach Bryan 
Bitondo is home here at Halsted now as a teacher and a coach and is marveled by the talent he 
has on the boys team led by Tyler Galante and Johnathon Segarra. Two games into the season, 
the Halsted boys are 2-0 and have their sights set on winning it all in the all-important Hardyston 
Tournament later on this season. On the girls’ side of the ball, the team is steered by fourth year 
Head Coach Ms. Stormes. The girls are looking to rebound off of a one victory season and have 
already matched their win total in a victory against Kittatinny in the opener. Great performances 
by Maddie Leonardo, Riley Catalano, Chelsea Leonardo and sixth-grade phenom Luzmary Arias 
have helped their cause. 

 On December 3rd, the seventh and eighth grade SOAR students took a trip to Newton High 
School’s Agriculture Department. The purpose of the trip was to learn about food handling and 
safety. Once they sat through the short explanation, students got a chance to put their knowledge 
to the test and make some venison summer sausage. Together, they mixed, grinded, and com-
pacted the meat into casings to be smoked. Thanks go to all who organized this educational trip. 

 On Thursday, December 11, Best Buds students attended a sensory friendly stage performance 
field trip at William Paterson University. The entertaining musical that they saw at the university’s 
Shea Center was adapted exclusively for children on the autism spectrum and featured that lova-
ble little monkey known by all children and adults alike — Curious George.  

 An event known as TREPS, short for entrepreneurs, took place at Halsted on December 12th in the 
cafeteria. Run in conjunction with Project Launch, students brainstormed marketing strategies 
and assembled their products during regular Project Launch hours. Most students decided upon a 
holiday theme and sold delicious and appealing items such as candy canes, ornaments, and cook-
ies to their peers and teachers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crazy Hair Day 

 
Fifth grader Julianna  
Delarosa placed a cup on 
top of her head to anchor 
her crazy doo. 

Halsted Varsity  
hoopsters, from left to 
right, Matt Malvey,  
Darby Knox, and Tyler  
Galante warmed up for 
the season by winning 
St. Joe’s three-on-three 
tournament held in the 
month of November. 

Trent Harden, left, Bridget Guziewicz 
(yellow t-shirt), and Peter Van Orden, 

right,  mix the venison meat. 

Bryce George showed off his business 
skills by selling Christmas confections to 
patrons such as Sean Vivino, right. 

 
Student Council’s Toys for 
Tots charity event helped 
raise about one hundred 
toys for Sussex County chil-
dren in need. Matt Welker, 
right, Keymon Bridgers, 
middle, and Sarah Wright, 
right, hold up just a few of 
the many generous  
proceeds. 
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Fifth grade Gym Student of 
the Month 

[Carlos Orta] 

 
 
 
 
 

 Since last year, Halsted students have regularly been using Chromebooks, computers, and the 
always popular, iPads. To meet the demands of two new grades worth of students, HMS has    
acquired some new equipment. According to Mr. Waldron, this year there is a new computer cart 
for each grade. Two of these new carts are Chromebook carts, each with 22 Chromebooks. One of 
the carts is located in the library and is shared by the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. The fifth 
grade has its own Chromebook and laptop cart which can be located in the 5th grade classrooms. 
Adding to the machinery around the school is a brand new SMART Board that is located in      
classroom 201, the Read 180 room. In order to use these electronics to their fullest ability, the 
district expanded its bandwidth on October 14 to make the Internet speed that much quicker as 
Halsted and all schools around New Jersey transition to paperless systems. 

 The sixth grade is incorporating a great deal of technology into this year’s daily routine. They cus-
tomarily use Chromebooks to complete class work on the Internet as well as other tasks like nar-
rative writing, open-ended writing, and Walk Two Moons writing assignments in Language Arts. In 
Math, Sumdog, an online source for a variety of mathematical games, is a major part of the curric-
ulum used to boost math skills. The sixth grade also uses the Smart Board in an extremely interac-
tive manner for class lessons. In many cases, it also becomes a projector from which sixth graders 
view videos such as Mythbusters and Bill Nye The Science Guy in Science class. Technology is even 
a part of lunch, as students punch in their lunch pins to order a tasty meal. 

 Not everyone in the school is familiar with Read 180, but for those who need a refresher, it’s for 
students who need an extra boost with their reading level. At Halsted, Read 180 is basically known 
to bring out the true potential in every child in both the areas of reading and writing. In the Read 
180 headquarters at Halsted in Room 201, Ms. Woortman and Mr. Bolen operate on a daily basis 
and are completely entrusted to help students succeed. In fact, for the first marking period, all of 
Mr. Bolen’s Read 180 students experienced gains on the Scholastic Reading Inventory lexile test. 
Ms. Woortman is such a top teacher that another school that was thinking about purchasing the 
product came to Halsted to watch and take notes on the best practices for teaching the program. 
During a regular Read 180 day, students meet for whole group instruction before rotating through 
three small group settings at the Software Zone, Independent Reading Zone, and Small Group 
Instruction table with the teacher.  

 In Mrs. Desautels’s seventh grade classes, students busily constructed amazing cell projects over 
the course of two weeks. Options for the projects included cell cards, 3D cell models, a brochure 
through the cell, a cell song/rap, or cell booklets. Students found this to be a valuable way to learn 
about organelles. After the completion of the project, students were responsible for writing a self-
reflection. A majority of students mentioned that the most pleasurable aspects of the project 
were the independence provided by Mrs. Desautels, the ability to choose their own structural 
method, and the learning that occurred without involving traditional methods such as tests and 
quizzes. 

 

H A L S T E D  H A P P E N I N G S  

Fifth grade Gym          
Student of the Month 

( Alexa Dodd ) 
 

Seventh grade Gym          
Student of the Month 
( Andrew Davidson ) 

 

Mrs. Williams’s Board 
Games Elective 

 

Chase Morman, left, carefully  
designs his cell model during Mrs. 
Desautels’s class. 

Connor Litchfield puts the  
finishing touches on one of the 
organelles from his cell project. 
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Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 
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 On May 9th, 2014, Halsted staff members and students got prepared to verse each other in the 3rd 
Annual Halsted Games. Colors were assigned to every team, in an effort to recognize which was 
which. Several events took place including Zumba, volleyball, a shooting contest, handball, relay 
races, cheers/dances, and team puzzles that tested the skills associated with group problem solv-
ing. Over the course of one competitive day, the scores were tabulated to reveal the winning 
squad; Mr. Nasatka’s Hotter than Hot! 

  

       P L A Y …  B E H I N D - T H E - S C E N E S  
Halsted’s annual production of Beauty and the Beast 

Answers from Sept./

Oct. Happenings Quiz 

 

New to District 

 

1.  E 

 

2.   D 

 

Intra District Switch 

 
1.  B 

 

2.  C 

 

3.   I 

 

4.   F 

 

5.   H 

 

6.   A 

 

7.   G                           
  

T H E  S P O T L I G H T ’ S  O N …  

T HE  ROBOT I C S  PROGR AM   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   F L L  ROBOT I C S  T E AM  DYN AM I C  

 

 

 

F L L  ROBOT I C S  F I R S T  C L A S S  

 

 

 

 

 T E AM  F I R S T  C L A S S  WEN T  HOME W I TH  SOME  H ARDWARE  

—  TH E  COR E  VA L U E S  T ROPH Y  

A N  EMBR A C E  S H A R E D  B Y  T HE  

F I R S T  S I B L I N G  P ROGR AMM I NG  

T E AM  ( M AT T  A ND  B R I D GE T  

G U Z I EW I C Z )  I N   

H A L S T E D  ROBOT I C S  H I S TO RY    
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The FLL Core Values  
Trophy stands proudly 
among other HMS  
accolades. 

Judges at the competi-
tion include two former 
HMS students, Lincoln 
Noggle, third from left in 
second row, and Caitlin 
Bailey, far right. 


