BY Lissd OAKES, 17 YEARS OLD

Today, we lve in a world where technol -
0gy can be g necassity. It is all ground us,
We see it outside of cur homes in a vari-

ety of places— schools now
have interactive whiteboards
and tablets, ctores and malls
have electronic adveriise-
ments everywhere, hoapitals
uge advanced tools fo cur
patients, interactive device
are now installed in dif
ent means of public ﬁmmm?
portation, and restaurants
are now beginning fo initiate
the use of touch -scresn soda
fountsins and menus.

But do you ever wondar
how exactly this technotogy
i3 created? For the majority,
it iz done in fust one simple
word - am%w

Coding is mommwﬁmmw, ihe basis of all
technology. Today, the majority of our
technological rescurces are built off of
coding, including televisions, remote
cortrols, wireless speakers, and modern
kitchen mumwaxﬁmm Yes, your coffes ma-
chine was probably coded too! AN com-
puters are based off a code, which ie a set
of instructions for a computer to under-
stand. .

Learning to code can be as simiple as
leayning how to write and speak in an-
other language, but with this particnlar
language, youcan expand and create any-
thing with it. You can go above and be-
yond .ﬁmm mwmmmm once you nave ruastered
wmm gkil
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Mmmm%mm data and dizgnostics, program-
mming a robot, and many more,

The question is: should we {mplement
this concept as an infegral part of the cur-
ricwlum into our public schools? Abso-
hately! Tt shoudd be crucial
that we learn how to expand
and work with the technolo-
gies used in each working
field. Public schools should
be inbroducing more courses
that represent the skills in
21st century life aihd carsers
with various types of tech~
nology for studenis to learn
andmaster before they enter
collegs and the work force.

Right now, our schools are
beginning to sucesed in their
goal of providing svery stu-
dent with his or her ownlap-
top or tablet, Many schocls
have also purchased sets of
laptops for the state’s PARCC testing.

So now that cur schools have the tech~
nology for student performance, then that
means we should begin to instruct stu-
dents on how to code now- specifically
elementary school students.

The beginning steps of learning how o
code are actually guife simple. In fact, the
simplicity of it makes it possible for any-
Body to understand, even if that personis
infirst grade.

If we gfarled teaching firet graders on
how to code, then they will become pro-
Acient in ﬁo@?mf%@%q and analyzing
st a young age. Coding will enhance our
children’s thought processes, analyii-
cal siills, and methods for solving chal-
lenges, which will greatly improve %mf
performanee in school and careers as thesy
get older.

However, we also know that technol-
ogy is not constant, and that systems and
devices will eventually become outdated
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and useless. The same concept applies to
coding, but the process of howto coda will

rernain the sarne forever, The stodents will

already have the analytical skills, thought
process, and methods by the thme thisnew
technology arrives, and they will already
know how 1o execute a new code from
experience. That’s the beauty of coding—
once you have acquired the skills in put-
ting this “language” together, then you
can uss thoese gkills to evolve your coding
into a crestion. _

Thus, we are basically preparing ow
children for the world’s possible fuinre if
we teach them how to code.

Mot everybody uses coding as a tool
for Qmm.moﬁ as there are jobs where cod-
ing is used for comnmunications and data
systems. In the medical field, coding is
used to transcrive all records of 2 patient.
There are thousands of different codes
used in medical coding, each represent-
ing a type of procedure and a part of the
human angtomy. The information inthess
coded records is then abstracted for medi-
cal billing and claims for health insurance
providers fo pay.

Coding is also heavily used in the rmdli-
tary. The 118, Alr Foree is always search-
ing to recruit people to enlist as Commprter
Programining Specialists. Computer Pro-
grarmnming Specialists improve the mili-
EQ s war-fghting mém@?wnm by Mﬂmﬁm
and analvzing code for certain missions.

Of course, not everybody is interested
in 8. T.E.M. {Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, and Mathematies), and many
childrern: typically do not know what ca-
reer they would like to pursue, but those
situations are prebty mch irrelevant ex-
cuses for why somebody should not learn
how 10 code. The methods of analyzing
problem-sclving, and creativity that are
used in coding can also be used in other
applications, whether it is a simple math -
ematical problem, or 2 real-life challenge
to fmprove society.

There are also many teenagers today
that do not possess these traits because
they are dependent on the technologi-
cal respurces around them to help them
get through their classes. We have only -
learned the basics from the books in gram-
mar school, rather than how to actually
solve s problem. This is ahuge problemn for
our society inthe future if we are unable to
reason and conceptualize a solution,

We will always expect today's children
o become the future leaders of our so-
ciety, and with technology usage rapidly
increasing throughout the world, our chil-
dren could be the next innovators and in-
ventors to improve society with evenmore
technological advancements. It Is time to
upgrade ouwr schools to correspond with
the possible new age. We need to educate
ouz students tobe creative uSoMmE solv-
ers to benefit soclety rather than only pro-
viding them with facts

If we begin to teach elementary stu-
dents to code now, then we can @ xpect 1o
see maore mws&mwwm with bright and inno-
vative young minds inthe future,



